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IN COMMEMORATION OF THE 165TH ANNIVERSARY 
 OF V.S. SOLOVYOV’S BIRTH 

 

«... SWEET BABY OF PAN MONGOLISM». 
ESCHATOLOGY OF NATIONALISM 

 
A.V MALINOV 

Saint Petersburg State University 
7/9, Universitetskaya nab., St. Petersburg, 199034, Russian Federation  

Sociological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences  
d. 25/14, ul. 7th Krasnoarmeyskaya, St. Petersburg, 190005, Russian Federation  

E-mail: a.v.malinov@gmail.com 
 

The article discusses V.S. Solovyov’s eschatological teachings formulated in his last work 
«Three Conversations on War, Progress and the End of World History» (1900). An attempt is made to 
find the historical analogues proposed by V.S. Solovyov's term «panmongolism». It also analyzes Sun 
Yat-sen's «principle of nationalism» and compares Sun Yat-sen's «Three People's Principles» (national-
ism, democracy and people's well-being) with S.S. Uvarov’s triad «Orthodoxy, Autocracy, National-
ism». The typological similarity between Sun Yat-sen's «nationalism principle» and S.S. Uvarov’s 
teachings is explained by their utopian nature: Sun Yat-sen's retroutopism and S.S. Uvarov’s conserva-
tive utopia. However, the absence of eschatological and theocratic motives, or an expansionist ideology, 
does not allow the comparison of Sun Yat-sen's «nationalism» principle with Solovyov's «panmongo-
lism». It is shown that «panmongolism» finds the closest correspondence in one of the Japanese ver-
sions of «Pan-Asianism» – the theory of the «historical community of the destinies of the peoples of 
Asia». The religious basis of this theory was the teaching of a Buddhist monk of the 13th century 
Nichiren (identification of national and religious life, the idea of collective salvation, conviction in the 
approach of the era of the «end of Dharma», messianism). At the same time, the concept of theocracy 
and the need to actively combat evil in view of the approaching «last times» developed by Nichiren find 
parallels in V.S. Solovyov’s teachings. It is concluded that the positive assessment of Japan's historical 
path in Solovyov’s historiosophy is due to his conviction in the goodness of modernization by the Euro-
pean model, the successes of which were demonstrated by Japan. However, Solovyov’s analysis of his-
torical experience of the Asian peoples (China and Japan) served as the basis (and an example) for his 
criticism of the Slavophiles’ teachings. 

 
Key words: panmongolism, pan-asianism, eschatology, utopia, pan-Slavism, theocracy, nation-

alism, national exclusiveness, modernization of Asia, nationalism of China, universalism of Japan. 
 

References 
 

1.  Brodsky, A.I. Vladimir Solov'ev [Vladimir Solovyov]. Saint-Petersburg: Nauka, 2017. 255 p. 
2. Solovyov, V.S. Opravdanie dobra [Justification of the Good], in Solovyov, V.S. Sochineniya 

v 2 t., t. 1 [Works in 2 vol., vol. 1]. Moscow: Nauka, 1988, pp. 47–548. 
3. Solovyov, V.S. Tri razgovora o voyne, progresse i kontse vsemirnoy istorii [Three Talks 

about War, Progress and the End of World History], in Solovyov, V.S. Sochineniya v 2 t., t. 2 [Works in 
2 vol., vol. 2]. Moscow: Mysl', 1990, pp. 635–762. 

4. Sun, Yat-sen. Izbrannye proizvedeniya [Selected Works]. Moscow: Nauka, 1985. 
5. Senin, N.G. Obshchestvenno-politicheskie i filosofskie vzglyady Sun' Yat-sena [Sun Yat-sen’s 

socio-political and philosophical views]. Moscow: Izdatel'stvo AN SSSR, 1956. 216 p. 



                                5 

6. Tikhvinsky, L.S. Zaveshchanie kitayskogo revolyutsionera: Sun' Yat-sen: zhizn', bor'ba i 
evolyutsiya politicheskikh vzglyadov [Testament of a Chinese revolutionary: Sun Yat-sen: life, struggle 
and evolution of political views]. Moscow: Politizdat, 1986. 224 p. 

7. Uvarov, S.S. Vozzvanie k Evrope [Appeal to Europe], in Uvarov, S.S. Izbrannye trudy [Se-
lected Works]. Moscow: ROSSPEN, 2010, pp. 249–251. 

8. Uvarov, S.S. Desyatiletie Ministerstva narodnogo prosveshcheniya. 1833–1843.Zapiska, pred-
stavlennaya gosudaryu imperatoru Nikolayu Pavlovichu ministrom narodnogo prosveshcheniya gr. Uva-
rovym v 1843 g.  [A Decade of the Ministry of Public Education. 1833–1843. A note submitted to the Emper-
or Nikolai Pavlovich by the Minister of Public Education Count Uvarov in 1843]. Saint-Petersburg: Tipo-
grafiya Imperatorskoy akademii nauk, 1864. 161 p. 

9. Uvarov, S.S. Imperator Vserossiyskiy i Bonaparte [The Emperor of All Russia and Bonaparte], in 
Uvarov, S.S. Izbrannye trudy [Selected Works]. Moscow: ROSSPEN, 2010, pp. 234–248. 

10. Simosato, T. Pereosmyslenie kontseptsii «narodnost'»: S.S. Uvarov kak konservativnyy 
myslitel' [Rethinking the concept of «nationality»: S.S. Uvarov as a conservative thinker], in Mysl'. 
Zhurnal Peterburgskogo filosofskogo obshchestva, 2016, issue  20, pp. 87–97. 

11. Verisotskaya, E.V. Rossiyskaya i yaponskaya intelligentsiya XIX v. o problemakh evropeiz-
atsii [The Russian and Japanese intelligentsia of the XIX century on the problems of Europeanization], 
in Izvestiya Vostochnogo instituta, 1994, no. 1, pp. 130–139.  

12. Delyusin, L.P. Idei panaziatizma v uchenii Sun' Yat-sena o natsionalizme [Ideas of Pan-
Asianism in Sun Yat-sen's Theory of Nationalism], in Kitay: traditsii i sovremennost' [China: traditions 
and modern times]. Moscow: Nauka, 1976, pp. 168–183. 

13. Malova, K.V. Kontseptsii panaziatizma v Yaponii (30-e gg. XX v.)[Concepts of Pan-
Asianism in Japan (The 1930-s)], in Izvestiya Vostochnogo instituta, 1996, no. 3, pp. 109–120. 

14. Torchinov, E.A. Vvedenie v buddologiyu [Introduction to Buddhist Studies]. Saint-
Petersburg: Sankt-Peterburgskoe filosofskoe obshchestvo, 2000. 304 p. 

15. Shomakhmadov, S.Kh. Podvizhnik «Lotosovoy sutry» (Nitiren i ego teokraticheskaya dok-
trina) [The follower of the «Lotus Sutra» (Nichiren and his theocratic doctrine)], in Seriya «Symposi-
um». Konferentsiya «Put' Vostoka», Put' Vostoka: Traditsii osvobozhdeniya. Vyp. 4. Materialy III Mo-
lodezhnoy nauchnoy konferentsii po problemam filosofii, religii, kul'tury Vostoka [Series «Symposium». 
Conference «The Way of the East», The Way of the East: Traditions of Liberation. Issue 4.Proceedings 
of the III Youth Scientific Conference on Problems of Philosophy, Religion and Culture of the East]. 
Saint-Petersburg: Sankt-Peterburgskoe filosofskoe obshchestvo, 2000, pp. 89–96.  

16. Ignatovich, A.N. Shkola Nitiren [Nichiren School]. Moscow: Izdatel'stvo «Stilservis», 2002. 
456 р. 

17. Grigorenko, A.Yu. Dukhovnaya kul'tura Moskovskoy Rusi kontsa XV – pervoy poloviny XVI 
veka [The spiritual culture of Moscow Rus of the late XV – first half of the XVI century]. Saint-
Petersburg: SPbGIEU, 2012. 351 р. 

18. Verisotskaya, E.V. Obshchestvenno-politicheskie vzglyady yaponskikh intellektualov v 
kontse XIX veka (80– 90-e gg.) [Socio-political views of Japanese intellectuals in the late XIX century 
(1880–90s)], in Izvestiya Vostochnogo institute, 2003, no. 7, pp. 48–61. 
  



6                                                                                                          Solovyov Studies. Issue 1(57) 2018  

V.S. SOLOVYOV’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT  
OF PHILOSOPHY OF LANGUAGE 

 
N.V.SEROVA 

Admiral Ushakov Maritime State University 
93, Lenina Prospekt, Novorossiysk, 353918, Russian Federation 

E-mail: nserova1@rambler.ru 
 
The paper considers the question of the significance of V.S. Solovyov’s ideas in the development 

of the philosophy of language in Russia and proves the continuity of the views on the spiritual nature of 
the word in the teachings of the Slavophiles and V.S. Solovyov. The investigation is based on the study 
of philosophical and journalistic materials by a number of methods such as the hermeneutic method to 
understand the interpretation of the concepts «word» and «language» in the philosophical views of the 
Slavophiles, V.S. Solovyov and representatives of the philosophy of name; the method of analogy of 
qualities to reveal the degree of similarity in the views of the Slavophiles and V.S. Solovyov on the na-
ture of the word; the generalization method to establish general provisions in the teachings of  
V.S. Solovyov and representatives of philosophy of name. Some of V.S. Solovyov’s ideas that were re-
vealed made it possible to take a new step in the development of the Russian philosophy of language. 
These include the concept of the «all-unified word» that unites all mankind, the concept of the «inner 
word» as the basis of man's spiritual life and understanding between people, the concept of creative 
action of the word and its ability to unite and perpetuate phenomena existing in time. Some ideas of the 
representatives of the philosophy of name considered in this work confirmed their ideological affinity 
with V.S. Solovyov’s views. It has been concluded that V.S. Solovyov’s work occupies a central position 
in the Russian philosophy of language, because, firstly, he was able to preserve the traditional Slavo-
phile approach to understanding the spiritual nature of the language and at the same time to rethink it 
so that it could develop in the future; and, secondly, he produced a number of new ideas that determined 
the development of the philosophy of language in Russia in the twentieth century. 

 
Key words: Philosophy of language, nature of the word, creative action of the word, energy and 

sense of the word, world phenomena, man`s inner world, world logos, Philosophy of name.  
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HISTORY OF RUSSIAN PHILOSOPHY 
 

RECEPTION OF A. SCHOPENHAUER'S DOCTRINE  
OF FREE WILL BY THE PARTICIPANTS  

OF THE MOSCOW PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
 

D.G. MIRONOV 
Lomonosov Moscow State University 

1, Leninskie Gory, Moscow, 119991, Russian Federation 
E-mail: d-21312556@yandex.ru 

 
The article deals with the peculiarities of reception of Schopenhauer's doctrine of free will by 

the participants of the Moscow Psychological Society. The importance of the issue is determined by the 
considerable attention which the members of the Society devoted to Schopenhauer’s philosophy. The 
author reconstructs the basic tenets of Schopenhauer's doctrine of free will, consistently analyzes  
D.N. Tsertelev's, P.E. Astafyev's, L.M. Lopatin's and N.Ya. Grot's approaches to this doctrine and iden-
tifies D.N. Tsertelev’s and P.E. Astafyev’s principles of criticism of Schopenhauer's doctrine of free will. 
Tsertelev's criticism does not imply any specific philosophical program and only expresses his belief 
that monism is incompatible with free will. Astafyev's criticism suggests a particular strategy of justifi-
cation of human freedom that stems from the fact that consciousness objectively relates itself to its con-
tents. It is then argued that L. M. Lopatin's attitude to Schopenhauer's doctrine can be interpreted in 
terms of «a natural ally». Lopatin recognizes some important results of Schopenhauer's philosophy, but 
he refuses to accept the obligations which that philosophy implies. Finally, the author reveals a close 
relationship between Schopenhauer's and Grot's doctrines. Schopenhauer's philosophy largely serves as 
the starting point in Grot's reasoning: «the universal will» that can overcome «the will to live», gives 
man the highest form of freedom. 

 
Key words: free will, moral responsibility, Moscow Psychological Society, metaphysics of the 

will, the will to live, causality. 
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The paper analyzes the history of interaction between the Moscow Psychological Society and its 
honorary members Alexander Bain and William James. There are no investigations concerning the 
interaction between the Society and its foreign honorary members thus far. However, international ac-
tivities of the Society constituted an important part of its life and deserve specific scholarly research. 
The authors used archival matter – the manuscripts of the «Protocols of the Psychological Society» 
from 1889 to 1892. Based on these protocols, we demonstrate that correspondence between the Society 
President Nikolai Grot and Alexander Bain led to the publication of two articles by the members of the 
Society – Vikenty Lutoslavsky and Pavel Mokievsky – in the journal «Mind» (one paper on psychology 
in Russia, the other – on philosophy), and to Alexander Bain’s writing the article «Notes on volition». 
We also investigate the reception of William James’ ideas by the members of the Society (Georgy 
Chelpanov, Sergei Kotlyarevsky, and, especially, Lev Lopatin). We study William James’ impact on Lev 
Lopatin using the Russian philosopher’s works from 1889 to 1917. In particular, it is shown that Lopat-
in’s argument for the autonomy of will in his paper «The Question of Free Will» (1889) is influenced by 
James. We also discuss Lopatin’s polemics with Semyon Frank, known as the Debate over Pragmatism 
(1910) and examine James’ influence on Lopatin’s view expressed in his speech «The Urgent Tasks of 
Contemporary Thought» (1917). It is concluded that the interest in the problem of free will, shared by 
the members of the society during its early years, is reflected in its international activities: on the one 
hand, in Bain’s article «Notes on Volition» that appeared as a result of this interaction, and, on the 
other hand, in the reception of William James’ thought. 

 
Key words: Moscow Psychological Society, history of psychology in Russia, free will, epiphe-

nomenalism, the Debate over Pragmatism, academic philosophy, reception of W. James’ thought. 
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The article analyzes the concept of true patriotism that arose in the discussions of 
representatives of the Russian social and political thought in the early 20th century. It is shown that the 
sharp opposition of the concepts of true and false patriotism was directly connected to the philosophical 
comprehension of the foundations of social being and relations between individual and society. By 
analyzing the views on patriotism expressed by the representatives of the Russian Liberalism  
(A. Gradovsky, P. Struve, E. Trubetskoy, I. Ilyin) we can establish the difference between the Russian 
version of liberalism and the Western one: unlike Western Liberalism that puts an emphasis on the 
external freedom of the individual, the Russian thought focuses on inner, spiritual freedom expressed in 
cultural creativity. This position leads the Russian thinkers to understanding the primacy of the spiritual 
and cultural integrity of society over the individual: the inner freedom can be real only if it is based on 
deep assimilation of the nation's spiritual culture by the individual. It is shown that true patriotism 
appears to be one of the aspects in which an individual realizes spiritual freedom through creative acts 
aimed at the development of the national culture that depends on strengthening of the national unity and 
the recognition of cultural development as the highest value for each person and state as a whole, which 
is the essence of true patriotism. In conclusion it is stated that denial of the value of patriotism in 
Western Liberalism results from the nationally accepted denial of the primary spiritual and cultural 
unity of society. 

 
Key words: true patriotism, spiritual integrity of society, national culture, internal freedom, 

Russian Liberalism. 
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The paper analyzes A. Förster’s study of the phenomenon of love based on S.L. Frank’s I-You-

We ontology and Vl. S. Solovyov’s love analytics presented in his work «The Meaning of Love». A con-
clusion is made that in love the Other is regarded directly in his unfathomable self-existence. It is also 
concluded that Förster’s research is based on the central idea that human love should be understood as 
creative co-embodiment of God's love. Special attention is paid to the personal reasons for Förster’s 
study of the Russian philosophers’ works. In this paper, we also briefly characterize Förster’s investiga-
tion into interpersonal encounter phenomenon and, by using the method of comparative analysis, make 
a conclusion about the influence of Professor Peter Ehlen (University of Philosophy, Munich, Germa-
ny), Förster’s teacher, on his pupil. Finally, we have to say that S.L. Frank’s we-philosophy is viewed 
by Förster as the ontological foundation for studying the phenomenon of love undertaken by Vl. Solo-
vyov. As a part of the study of the problem of Russian thought self-identification in the West-European 
philosophical context, the readers are invited to refer to the translation from German of Alexander 
Förster’s article «Love is the creative principle» which is the final chapter of his master thesis «Ontolo-
gy of interpersonal encounter (“co-being” by Heidegger and “we-being” by S. Frank)» (Munich, 
2003), and his verse «Threshold – Transition» that comprehends the idea of wandering of Frank's reli-
gious philosophy in aesthetic form. 
 

Key words: Russian philosophy, S.L. Frank’s philosophy, VL.S. Solovyov’s philosophy, Alexan-
der Förster’s phenomenon of love, modern German studies of Russian philosophy, God's love, God-
manhood, reception of V. Solovyov in Germany, reception of S. Frank in Germany. 
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The main purposes of the article are to analyze the content of the «church» concept in  

S.L. Frank’s social philosophy and via this analysis to disclose and describe the socio-philosophical 
project, which was developed by the Russian thinker. The content of the church concept, presented in 
S.L. Frank’s philosophical heritage, has been analyzed by addressing different aspects of this concept. 
One of them is the church as a «social empirical phenomenon» that implies an association of the living 
church attendants based on the external and formal features of affiliation to a particular institution, 
called a parish. The other one is the church as a «mystical divine-human reality», including all of its 
followers – those who are living now, lived before and will only start their life – of the «veritable 
church», representing «a supra temporal organic unity», defined by the content of faith. Such analysis 
has allowed us to formulate the «third way» to define the essence of church, on which the Russian 
thinker based his social and philosophical comprehension of the church as any human unity confirmed 
in the faith. In order to analyze successfully the concept of the church presented in S.L. Frank’s philos-
ophy, and to clarify different semantic relationships arising from its context, considerable attention in 
this article has been paid to the description and analysis of Frank’s philosophical concepts such as 
«sobornost», «Godmanhood», «holiness» and «reality». 
 

Key words: Russian religious philosophy, S.L. Frank’s philosophy, social philosophy, church, 
sobornost, Godmanhood. 
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The author of the article analyzes the influence of Friedrich Nietzsche's idea of eternal return on 
the poetry of Russian symbolism. Philosophers of the early XX century (Dmitry Merezhkovsky, Vyach. 
Ivanov, Lev Shestov, Nikolai Berdyaev and others) considered Nietzsche’s phenomenon to be a religious 
problem caused by the crisis of Christian consciousness associated with Nietzsche’s idea of the death of 
God. The paper analyzes Vyach. Ivanov's and Konstantin Balmont's books of poems of the 1900–1910s 
and antique sources of the idea of eternal return and, in the first place, Plato’s myth of the soul return-
ing to the sacred time and space. It also analyses the mythopoetic idea of the soul returning to the genu-
ine existence (God) that is developed in Vladimir Solovyov’s philosophy of Godmanhood and becomes 
important for Vyach. Ivanov. It is stated that Nietzsche's ideas of the eternal return and the death of God 
became the basis for development of the mythopoetic, and religious and philosophical motifs in Kon-
stantin Balmont’ and Vyach. Ivanov’s poetry. It is revealed that the motifs of the lost paradise and eter-
nal return dominate Konstantin Balmont’s creative works in which an important role is played by the 
archetype of the divine child, idyllic, natural and cosmic toposes.  In contrast to Konstantin Balmont’s 
works, the dominant motifs of Vyach. Ivanov’s writings are the soul’s return to the existence (God), and 
the ritual and mythological motifs of death and resurrection. 
 

Key words: F. Nietzsche's philosophy, Russian Symbolism, idea of the death of God, idea of the 
eternal return, Balmont’s poetry, Vyach. Ivanov’s poetry, Plato’s mythology, V. Solovyov's philosophy, 
archetype of the divine child,mythological motifs. 
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The article considers Nietzsche’s division of the spirit into «the spiritually conscientious one», 

related to rational thinking, and «the penitent in spirit», related to artistic creativity and represented by 
the figure of the jester-poet – «Mere fool! Mere poet!» It is shown that foolishness opens up a particular 
form of objective truth. Such a move is manifest in the legend of Barnaby, the Juggler of Our Lady, in 
the views of Francis of Assisi, God’s Jester, in the philosophy of S. Kierkegaard, F. Nietzsche and  
L.P. Karsavin. Irony is discussed as a critique of the everyday consciousness, as a reference to the abil-
ity, as well as a method of an irrational exit to the transcendent. It is shown, that thinkers, when concep-
tualising irony, laughter, and joke in the 19th and 20th centuries, proceeded to build upon the theoreti-
sation and definition of irony given by F. Schlegel, who justified the proposition that irony is represent-
ed in poetic creativity and the task is to unite philosophical seriousness (science) and poetic joke (aes-
thetics) and irony as duty (ethics), thus lifting poetics up to philosophy, and to create a «transcendental 
poetics». It is noted, that in Russian philosophy Vl. Solovyov points to laughter as a metaphysical char-
acterisation of the human being and condition of poetic creativity, he recognises in laughter the mani-
festation of freedom, without going into philosophical details or developing this topic further. The con-
ducted analysis indicates that Karsavin accepts the meaning of irony, joke, and laughter as ways of 
moving beyond the limits of logic and morals, as Nietzsche does in his «Joyful Wisdom», beyond the 
limits of logic, morals, and language, as Kierkegaard does in his «Repetition», and even beyond the 
limits of theological well-being towards mockery, as well as a move towards the objective Truth of God. 
Attaching ontic meaning to the joke allows Karsavin to overcome the onesidedness of Kierkegaard’s 
and Nietzsche’s positions.  

 
Key words: ontic meaning ofjoke, irony, and seriousness, truth, Barnaby, the Juggler of Our 

Lady, God’s Jester F. of Assisi, romantic ironist F. Schlegel, volitional ironist S. Kierkegaard, philolo-
ger-fool F. Nietzsche, philosopher-fool L.P. Karsavin 
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The paper presents information and analytical materials about the scientific and cultural events of 

the Inter-Regional Research and Educational Center of V.S. Solovyov’s Heritage Studies (Solovyov’s 
Seminar) commemorating the 165th anniversary of Vladimir Solovyov’s birth. It also characterizes the 
program of the scientific and educational event «The Journal “Solovyov Studies” to the Libraries of 
Russia» arranged in the regional scientific libraries of the cities of Kostroma, Yaroslavl and Nizhny 
Novgorod. The paper identifies the main publication indicators of the journal «Solovyov Studies»: the 
ratio of Candidates of Sciences and Doctors of Sciences, tha ratio of the Russian and foreign authors, 
the geographical spread of the authors. It also presents the data on the journal position in the ratings of 
the Russian Science Citation Index (RSCI) and the National Research University «Higher School of 
Economics» (Moscow). Special attention is paid to the content characteristics of the journal divisions 
and thematic sections. It is emphasized that Solovyov-related materials are of primary importance to the 
journal. However, it is noted that a significant place in the journal is occupied by papers studying the 
works of other Russian philosophers and the urgent problems of Russian Philosophy and culture. The 
paper analyzes the cultural projects of the «Solovyov Seminar» – «Forgotten Solovyov. V.S. Solovyov’s 
Poetry in Russian Music» and «Vladimir Sergeyevich Solovyov in Russian Fine Art». It presents a re-
view of the Solovyov-related events participants’ papers, in which they raised questions relevant to the 
modern Russian humanitarian culture. The most important among such questions are: the publication of 
the Complete Collection of V.S. Solovyov’s Works, the problem of installing a monument to commemo-
rate the philosopher, ordering of the activities of editorial staff and editorial boards of university scien-
tific journals facing serious problems as there are no documents regulating the time rates for different 
types of activities required for journal preparation for printing. 

 
Key words: Solovyov’s seminar, journal «Solovyov Studies», V.S. Solovyov’s jubilee, Solovyov’s 

scientific and educational event in the libraries of Kostroma, Yaroslavl and Nizhny Novgorod, subject 
matters of the journal «Solovyov Studies», journal rating, cultural projects of the Solovyov’s seminar, 
V.S. Solovyov’s poetry in Russian music, V.S. Solovyov’s image in Russian Fine Art, problems of uni-
versity scientific journals. 
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