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VLADIMIR SOLOVIEV AND MAXIMUS THE CONFESSOR:  

METAPHYSICS AND THEOLOGY OF LOVE 

 

Article One 

 

M.V. MAKSIMOV 
Ivanovo State Power Engineering University named after V.I. Lenin 

No. 34, Rabfakovskaya St., Ivanovo, 153003, Russian Federation 

E-mail: mvmaximov@yandex.ru 

 
A comparative analysis of the philosophical foundations of the teachings on love by Maximus the 

Confessor and Vladimir Solovyov is presented utilizing the principles of source analysis, comparative 

philosophical study, and the historico-genetic method. The case is made for the relevance of this re-

search topic, due to the lack of special studies on the reception of Maximus the Confessor’s doctrine of 

the love in the works of Vladimir Solovyov. An analysis is given of the extent to which V.V. Vysheslav-

tseva, K.V. Mochulsky, G.V. Florovsky, A.F. Loseva, S.S. Averintseva, V.M. Lurie, I.B. Benevich, 

 A.I. Sidorova knew of the the problem. The focus is also on the works of foreign authors - H.U. von 

Balthazar, M.-J. Guillau, D.D. Kornblatt, R.F. Gustafson, E.V. Borisova, J.-K. Larcher, Ts. Angelova, 

J. Sutton, J. Krasicki, O. Smith – which show a genetic affinity between the teachings of Maximus the 

Confessor and Vladimir Solovyov. This article also takes up the main sources that reveal the content of 

the concepts of love in Maximus the Confessor and Vladimir Solovyov. Also taken up here is the extent 

of the Russian philosopher’s acquaintance with the works and heritage of St. Maximus and Solovyov’s 

assessment of his place and role in the patristic heritage. We find the focus of attention of modern 

scholars to be on the epistemological and ethical aspects of love as found in the works of the Byzantine 

thinker. This article also notes the particular importance of studying the ontological foundations of the 

concepts of love that are found in Maximus the Confessor and Vladimir Solovyov. 

 

Keywords: patristic heritage of Maximus the Confessor, reception of theological ideas, doctrine of 

love in Maximus the Confessor, Vladimir Solovyov’s philosophy of love, comparative philosophical studies 
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INTERPRETATION OF "ORGANIC FUNCTION" OF CULTUREIN  

V. S. SOLOVYOV’S CONCEPTION  

OF ALL-UNITY – DIVINE HUMANITY 

 

O.D. MASLOBOEVA 
St. Petersburg State University of Economics 

Sadovaya Street, 21, St. Petersburg, 191023, Russian Federation 

E-mail: masloboeva.o@inbox.ru 
 
V. S. Solovyov’s cultural position is conceptualized in the context of an organically cosmic 

worldview, which is reflected in the collective creativity of 19th – early 20th century Russian thinkers. 

That position is a response to the historical need for a mature self-awareness of a social subject in the 

face of an apocalyptic alternative between self-destruction or self-regeneration of humanity at the level 

of moral freedom. It is noted that this need was initiated by the industrial revolution of the turn of the 

18th – 19th centuries, which radically changed a person’s place in the world due to the development of 

artificial energy sources. In this regard, a comparative analysis of the reflection of this need in West 

European positivism and Russian organicism in the 19th century is carried out in the context of the task 

of overcoming the mechanistic paradigm that reigns supreme in European culture of the 17th –18th cen-

turies and the transition to the positions of an organically active worldview. The essence and signifi-

cance of this transformation in this worldview is revealed as a return to the “organically nurtured” 

(N.A. Berdyaev) worldview, but at a qualitatively new and active, not intuitive, level, implying the re-

sponsibility of the thinking subject for all life forms in accordance with the level of their organization. 

The essence of an organically active worldview, which is based on the theoretical dialectics of German 

classical philosophy, is emphasized. As a result of a comparative analysis, it was found that Russian 

thinkers who deeply and interestedly mastered German classical philosophy, as well as new trends in 

Western philosophy of the 19th century, were able to dialectically comprehend the relevance of an or-

ganically-active world outlook on the basis of their native culture, making it a concrete and organic 

worldview within the philosophy of Russian cosmism. The significance of Soloviev’s teachings is re-

vealed in the collective work of developing a philosophical and anthropological project of Russian cos-

mism aimed at constructively resolving the apocalyptic alternative through a “common cause”, the 

content of which on the scale of each national culture is determined by its “organic function”. 

 

Key words: Solovyov, the conception of all-unity, Divine humanity, a social organism, organic 

function, a true national idea, organic theory, organically cosmic worldview, a philosophical and an-

thropological project, a synergy of cultural elements, moral self-awareness 
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KIERKEGAARD AND SOLOV’YOV AS RELIGIOUS THINKERS 

AND CRITICS OF PUBLIC RELIGION 
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On the basis of the work of S. Kierkegaard "Exercises in Christianity" and V.S. Solovyov's 

“Readings on God-manhood” the article presents a comparative analysis of the positions of the authors 

as religious thinkers, formed in line with the problem of limiting the claims of the mind, which in earlier 

philosophy had become the only and comprehensive explanatory principle. The article outlines the 

common ground of their positions, which is a criticism of the official religion and the formalism of state 

churches. It notes that the innovative and original religious philosophies of Kierkegaard and Solovyov 

have a common mission - the revival of Christianity degenerated into a public religion, but at the same 

time they differ in character and structure. It concludes that Kierkegaard and Solovyov, critically rein-

terpreting the Christian religion that is contemporary to them, offer their religious philosophy as a way 

out of the crises of their time. 

 

Keywords: Christian religion, Lutheran theology, Orthodox theology, Solovyov’s religious phi-

losophy, Kierkegaard’s religious philosophy, Solovyov’s concept of God-manhood, Kierkegaard’s idea 

of  Christ’s oneness 
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ANTIPODES OF RUSSIAN RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY:  
SHESTOV AND SOLOVYOV 
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This article explores the contradictory relationship Lev Shestov had with Vladimir Solovyov’s 

thinking, basing mostly on the main writing that he dedicated to him, i.e. the article «Speculation and 

Apocalypse. The Religious Philosophy of Vl. Solovyov» of 1927. However harshly critical Shestov’s 

reading of Solovyov may have been, and considering also the objective difference between two philoso-

phers who can hardly be compared, there is still a margin for a positive dialogue between their respec-

tive works. This is done in the larger frame of N. Berdyaev’s concept of «Russian idea», where their 

thoughts can be brought closer together in a way that Shestov himself had actually anticipated at the 

end of his essay on Solovyov. In this respect, as is suggested by an interpretation of the two authors 

offered by N. Berdyaev and A. Losev, the ultimate meaning of both Solovyov’s and Shestov’s ideas 

would converge in an eschatological view of the truth of this world as well as in a fundamental mistrust 

of the Western epistemological worldview. 
 

Key words: Russian Idea, Religious philosophy, Russian metaphysics, eschatology, epistemolog-

ical worldview 
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HISTORY OF RUSSIAN PHILOSOPHY 
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OF VLADIMIR SOLOVYOV 1905–1907  
 

Prepared for publication and with comments by A.V. Volkov 
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The list of meetings of the Moscow religious and philosophical society of the memory of Vladimir 

Solovyov (hereinafter: MRFO) of the time of the illegal existence of MRFO in 1905 and the 1906–1907 ses-

sion is presented. The reports and lectures of V.F. Ern, V.P. Sventsitsky, S.N. Bulgakov, N.A. Berdyaev and 

other members and guests of the MRFO are analyzed. Variance in dating of meetings of various researchers 

of MRFO is presented. All known publications of the reports and lectures of MRFO are indicated. Other re-

searchers are mentioned to have references to this meeting, as well as references to archival materials and the 

epistolary heritage of a circle of figures in the MRFO are considered. 

 

Key words: Moscow Religious and Philosophical Society in memory of Vladimir Solovyov, Rus-

sian religious and philosophical revival, Christian brotherhood of struggle 
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PHILOLOGY AND PHILOSOPHY 

 

TYPES OF PHILOSOPHICAL RECEPTION OF DOSTOEVSKY 

IN BULGARIA FROM THE FIRST HALF OF THE 20th CENTURY 

 

N.I. DIMITROVA 
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 

4, Serdika,  Sofia, 1000, Bulgaria 

E-mail: ninaivdimitrova@abv.bg 
 

The article is devoted to the philosophical interpretations of Dostoevsky's work in Bulgaria in the 

first half of the twentieth century. Dostoevsky's initial presence in Bulgaria was investigated as well the 

response of the Bulgarian intelligentsia to his ideas compared to those of Tolstoy. The beneficial influence 

on the image of the writer as a thinker, philosopher, exerted by the Russian emigration in Bulgaria since 

the beginning of the 1920s is noted. Particular emphasis is placed on the work of Petr Bitsill, one of the 

best experts in the field of Dostoevsky studies. The types of interpretations of Dostoevsky as a philosopher 

are distinguished as follows: Dostoevsky as a Nietzschean. Dostoevsky and Nietzsche (opposition and 

identification) – bearing in mind the strong influence of Nietzsche in Bulgaria since the beginning of the 

twentieth century; Dostoevsky as one of the founders of Russian religious philosophy – considering the 

penetration of the Silver Age ideas in Bulgaria; Dostoevsky and psychoanalysis; Dostoevsky as a religious 

philosopher and innovator. The author concludes that the study of the peculiarities of the reception of  

Dostoevsky’s work in Bulgarian culture of the first half of the twentieth century reveals not only the variety 

of world views but also the specifics of the national spiritual tradition. 

 

Keywords: comprehension of Dostoevsky’s creativity in Bulgaria; philosophical motifs in Dosto-

evsky’s work; national spiritual specificity; Bulgarian humanitarian periodicals 
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FUTURE AND IMMORTALITY IN THE RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY  

OF F.M. DOSTOYEVSKY  
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This article attempts to establish the relationship between the concept of immortality and the fu-

ture of mankind and the religious faith of the characters of F.M. Dostoevsky's works. This problem is 

considered with reference to the example of a detailed analysis of the views of the main character of 

Dostoevsky’s novel “Crime and Punishment” (Rodion Raskolnikov). The characterization of the hero is 

given in terms of his religiosity. The features of Raskolnikov's worldview are noted; they consist in a 

combination of faith in God and lack of faith in immortality. It is suggested that the source of such an 

unusual combination of religious ideas is the historical concept of I.G. Fichte. On the basis of the com-

parison of the views of other heroes of the novel, the article concludes that the most fundamental point 

is their idea of immortality as a continuation of the existence of a person in earthly reality. It demon-

strates that this point of view corresponds to the religious faith of Dostoevsky himself. 
 

Keywords: F.M. Dostoevsky's philosophical worldview, the problem of immortality, the problem 

of the future of humanity, the religious philosophy of F.M. Dostoevsky, I.G. Fichte's historical concep-

tion, religious faith 
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This article is a reflection on the book published last year by the American scholar Thomas 

Nemeth devoted to an examination of the late work of Vl. Solov’ev. The article evaluates the work by 

Nemeth highly, reveals the most important theses of the book, and also attempts to formulate the basic 

investigative hypothesis, which underlies this work. It is also asserted that Vl. Solov’ev’s late philosoph-

ical project is the least studied side of his work, if not the largest “blind spot” in the historiography of 

Russian philosophy as a whole. The conclusion is that Nemeth’s book is the first step toward the sys-

tematic study of the late Vl. Solov’ev, probably after the second volume of E. N. Trubeckoi’s famous 

study. The article notes that Vl. Solov’ev’s philosophy of all-unity retains its relevance, if not for world 

philosophy, then for Russian culture, all of which were marked by an influence from philosophical ro-

manticism with imperative of wholeness and mystical penetration to the final context. 

 

Key words: The All-Unity, mystical knowledge, the ontological fallacy, the ethical philosophy, 

the ultimate context, positive and natural religion, rejection of shame 
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VL. SOLOVYOV’S CREATIVE HERITAGE AS A SINGLE TEXT 

(about the book: Stahl H. Sophia im Denken Vladimir Solov'evs –  

eine ästhetische Rekonstruktion. Mu  nster: Aschendorff Verlag, 2019) 
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This article deals with the study "Sophia im Denken Vladimir Solov'evs – eine Ästhetische 

Rekonstruktion" written by the well-known German Slavist and researcher in the field of literary studies 

Henrike Stahl (2019). The main topic of the study – the coming into being and evolution of the concept 

of "Sofia" in Solovyov’s heritage – is indicated. Attention is drawn on the originality of the author's 

interdisciplinary research strategy on Solovyov's heritage: both Solovyov’s literary and philosophical 

works  are analyzed by the author from the point of view of the thinker’s  mystical experience, which 

gives, in the author's opinion, the opportunity to read his philosophic works as fictional texts, and these 

latter as philosophical statements. It is concluded that this approach is extremely productive, since the 

scrupulous study of the text, which is characteristic of philological science, has been supplemented and 

enriched by its philosophical interpretation. Also considered is the structural unity of Vl. Solovyov’s 

creativity manifested in the composition and stylistic features of his philosophical prose and revealed in 

constant ternary and binary oppositions permeated with holistic conceptions. The scrupulousness of H. 

Stahl's monograph, the originality of its methodological strategy, and attention to various aspects of Vl. 

Solovyov’s heritage allow to consider that work as one of the most striking studies of Solovyov’s philos-

ophy undertaken in the 21st century, which in turn allows to conclude that the active German-language 

reception of the creative heritage of the domestic philosopher, which went on throughout the 20th cen-

tury, continues in our time, keeping Germany well ahead in Western Solovyov studies.  

 

Key words: Vl. Solovyov’s philosophy, Sophiology, holism, interdisciplinary research strate-

gy, German Solovyov Studies, Neo-Kantianism 
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The main content of the monograph by O.E. Puchnina (Sorokopudova) «Political Outlook of 

V.V. Rozanov» which makes up the main and largest section of the book «Russian socio-political 

thought in the 19th and early 20th century: V.V. Rozanov» is examined in detail. It is noted that the au-

thors of the serial edition and above all the author-compiler of its monographic section, O.E. Puchnina, 

managed to bring out in a detailed study of the work of one of the most original Russian thinkers of 

culture in the Silver Age a whole layer of conceptually related socio-political ideas giving them the 

status of a political worldview. The methodological basis of the review rests on the methods of analysis 

and evaluation of the results of the research conducted by the author that are typical of this type of sci-

entific criticism. The assessment of the quality and completeness of the bibliographic description of the 

sources used in the monograph rests on the resut of the analysis. The degree of influence of biograph-

ical themes taken from the biography of V.V. Rozanov on the character of his ideological formation is 

presented. The features of Rozanov's creative style and method of analysis of socio-political reality 

highlighted by the author of the monograph are considered and critically evaluated. The political pro-

cesses and phenomena in relation to which the philosopher formulated his original political ideas are 

listed. The role and place of V.V. Rozanov's political outlook in the Russian historiography and the his-

tory of the Russian socio-political tradition are shown. The argument of the thesis about the typicality of 

Rozanov's unique creativity for the Russian consciousness in the late 19th‒ early 20th century is partial-

ly supported. It is concluded that despite the critical remarks that were expressed in the article,  

O.E. Puchnina's innovative experiment of an ideological reconstruction of Rozanov’s socio-political 

ideas should be recognized as very successful. 

 

Keywords: Rozanov studies, V.V. Rozanov's political worldview, V.V. Rozanov's ideological for-

mation, Rozanov's method of analyzing reality, V.V. Rozanov's creative method, polyphonic integrity, 

traditions of Russian political thought, culture of the Silver Age 
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